
What Are Prepositions of Cause, Reason, and Purpose 
in English?  
Prepositions of cause, reason, and purpose in English help explain why something happens, what 
produces a result, or what someone intends to achieve. These meanings are closely connected, but the 
grammar used to express them is not always the same. 

Compare these sentences: 

→ The flight was canceled because of the storm. 

→ She went to the airport to catch her flight. 

The first sentence explains the cause of an event. The second explains the purpose of an action. Both 
answer a question related to “why,” but they describe different relationships. 

English uses expressions such as because of, due to, and owing to to explain causes and reasons. It also 
uses structures such as for, to, and in order to to express purpose. The structure that follows each 
expression matters just as much as its meaning. 

A strong understanding of these patterns can prevent common errors, such as using because of before a 
full clause or using for before a base verb. Complete English Prepositions Mastery Guide available on 
My Language Classes website and on Amazon provides structured explanations and practice for these 
patterns and other essential English prepositions. 

This article explains how to identify and use the main structures for cause, reason, and purpose. It also 
covers the differences between similar expressions, the grammar patterns that follow them, and the 
mistakes learners commonly make. 

What Are Prepositions of Cause, Reason, and Purpose in 
English? 
Prepositions and related prepositional expressions can connect an action, event, or situation to its cause, 
reason, or purpose. These three meanings are related, but they focus on different parts of the message. 

What Is a Cause in English Grammar? 

A cause is something that produces or leads to a result. In grammar, a phrase expressing cause answers a 
question such as “What produced this situation?” 

Consider this example: 

→ The game was canceled because of heavy rain. 

Heavy rain caused the cancellation. The cause is the event or condition that produced the result. 



Common expressions used to show cause include: 

→ because of​
→ due to​
→ owing to​
→ from, in certain contexts 

What Is a Reason in English Grammar? 

A reason explains why something happens or why someone performs an action. In many sentences, the 
distinction between cause and reason is small because both explain a “why” relationship. 

For example: 

→ He was absent because of illness. 

The illness explains why he was absent. It can be described as the cause of his absence or the reason for 
it. 

The distinction often becomes clearer when we look at intention. A reason may explain an action after it 
happens, while purpose explains what the person intended to achieve. 

What Is Purpose in English Grammar? 

Purpose is the intended goal of an action. It answers questions such as “For what purpose?” or “What did 
someone intend to achieve?” 

For example: 

→ She went to the library to study. 

Studying was the purpose of going to the library. The phrase to study explains the intended goal of the 
action. 

Common structures used to express purpose include: 

→ for + noun​
→ for + gerund​
→ to + base verb​
→ in order to + base verb 

How Are Cause, Reason, and Purpose Different? 

The following comparison shows the basic difference: 

Meaning Main Question Common Structures 



Cause What produced this result? because of, due to, owing to, 
from 

Reason Why did this happen or action 
occur? 

because of, due to, from, for 

Purpose What was the intended goal? for, to, in order to 

Consider these examples: 

→ The school closed because of the storm. 

The storm caused the closure. 

→ The school closed for safety reasons. 

Safety concerns explain the reason for the decision. 

→ The school closed early to protect students. 

Protecting students was the intended purpose. 

Understanding these differences is important because English often requires different grammar structures 
depending on the meaning you want to express. 

Which Prepositions of Cause and Reason Are Used in English? 
English uses several common prepositions and prepositional expressions to explain cause and reason. 
The most important ones include because of, due to, owing to, from, and for. 

Some of these expressions have similar meanings, but they are not always interchangeable. They can 
differ in grammar, formality, or the types of relationships they describe. 

For example, because of, due to, and owing to are usually followed by noun-based structures: 

→ because of the weather​
→ due to a technical problem​
→ owing to heavy traffic 

However, English does not normally use a full clause directly after these expressions: 

→ because of the weather, we stayed home. 

To use a full clause, English generally uses because: 

→ We stayed home because the weather was bad. 

Other expressions work differently. From can identify the source of a physical condition or emotional 
reaction: 



→ She was shaking from fear. 

For can identify the reason for an action or reaction: 

→ He was punished for breaking the rules. 

The following sections explain how each structure works and what grammar should follow it. 

How Do You Use “Because of” to Express Cause and Reason? 
“Because of” is one of the most common expressions used to explain the cause of a situation or the reason 
for an action. It introduces the thing, condition, person, or event that caused the result described in the 
main part of the sentence. 

→ The flight was delayed because of bad weather. 

→ Because of her illness, she stayed home. 

→ The company lost customers because of poor service. 

In each sentence, the phrase after “because of” identifies the cause or reason. 

What Comes After “Because of”? 

“Because of” is followed by a noun, pronoun, noun phrase, or gerund. 

The basic pattern is: 

→ because of + noun or noun phrase 

Examples: 

→ The picnic was canceled because of the rain. 

→ We arrived late because of heavy traffic. 

→ He could not attend because of his illness. 

A pronoun can also follow “because of”: 

→ The problem happened because of him. 

However, this structure is less common in formal writing when a more specific noun phrase can make the 
meaning clearer. 

“Because of” can also be followed by a gerund when the gerund phrase refers to the cause of the result: 

→ She was tired because of working all night. 



→ They were criticized because of ignoring the warning. 

These sentences are grammatically possible, although English speakers often prefer more natural 
alternatives depending on the context: 

→ She was tired because she worked all night. 

→ They were criticized for ignoring the warning. 

This is an important point. Grammar patterns should not be treated as automatic formulas. A structure may 
be grammatically possible but still sound less natural than another expression in a particular sentence. 

What Is the Difference Between “Because” and “Because of”? 

The main difference is the type of structure that follows. 

“Because” is followed by a clause containing a subject and a verb. 

→ We stayed home because it was raining. 

→ She was late because the traffic was heavy. 

“Because of” is followed by a noun-based structure. 

→ We stayed home because of the rain. 

→ She was late because of the heavy traffic. 

The comparison is straightforward: 

Structure What Follows? Example 

because + clause Subject + verb We stayed home because it was 
raining. 

because of + noun 
phrase 

Noun or noun 
phrase 

We stayed home because of the rain. 

A common mistake is using “because of” before a complete clause. 

Incorrect: 

→ Because of it was raining, we stayed home. 

Correct: 

→ Because it was raining, we stayed home. 

Correct: 



→ Because of the rain, we stayed home. 

The meaning is similar, but the grammar is different. 

How Can “Because of” Appear in Different Positions in a Sentence? 

A “because of” phrase can appear after the main clause: 

→ The event was postponed because of the storm. 

It can also appear at the beginning: 

→ Because of the storm, the event was postponed. 

The position changes, but the relationship between cause and result remains the same. When the phrase 
appears at the beginning, a comma is normally used to separate it from the main clause. 

This flexibility makes “because of” useful in both everyday communication and formal writing. The important 
point is to follow it with the correct type of structure. 

How Do You Use “Due to” to Express Cause? 
“Due to” is commonly used to explain the cause of a situation or event. It is usually followed by a noun 
phrase that identifies what caused the result. 

→ The flight was delayed due to bad weather. 

→ The event was canceled due to a technical problem. 

→ Several schools were closed due to heavy snowfall. 

In each example, the phrase after “due to” identifies the cause. 

What Comes After “Due to”? 

“Due to” is normally followed by a noun or noun phrase. 

The basic pattern is: 

→ due to + noun or noun phrase 

Examples: 

→ The delay was due to an accident. 

→ The meeting was canceled due to a scheduling conflict. 

→ His absence was due to illness. 



A full clause does not normally follow “due to.” 

Incorrect: 

→ The match was canceled due to it was raining. 

Correct: 

→ The match was canceled due to the rain. 

Correct: 

→ The match was canceled because it was raining. 

This difference is important because due to and because may express a similar idea, but they require 
different grammar structures. 

What Is the Difference Between “Due to” and “Because of”? 

“Due to” and “because of” are both used to express cause or reason, and they are often followed by similar 
noun-based structures. 

Compare: 

→ The flight was delayed because of bad weather. 

→ The flight was delayed due to bad weather. 

Both sentences are common and correct. In many situations, due to and because of can be used with little 
change in meaning. 

However, due to is often more formal and is especially common in news reports, professional writing, and 
official communication. 

Consider these examples: 

→ Because of a power failure, the store closed early. 

→ Due to a power failure, the store closed early. 

The first sentence sounds more neutral and is common in everyday English. The second sounds more 
formal. 

Is “Due to” Used Only After a Form of “Be”? 

Traditional grammar guides often preferred due to after a form of be because the expression was originally 
associated with meaning “caused by” or “attributable to.” 

For example: 



→ The delay was due to heavy traffic. 

This structure is still very common. 

Modern English, however, also widely uses due to in other positions: 

→ The flight was delayed due to heavy traffic. 

→ The project was postponed due to financial problems. 

These uses are common in standard English, especially in formal and professional contexts. The most 
important grammar rule for learners is that due to should be followed by a noun-based structure rather than 
a full clause. 

Can “Due to” Begin a Sentence? 

Yes. A due to phrase can appear at the beginning of a sentence when it clearly introduces the cause of the 
main situation. 

→ Due to heavy rain, the match was canceled. 

→ Due to technical difficulties, the presentation started late. 

This structure is common in formal announcements and written communication. A comma normally follows 
the introductory phrase. 

Whether due to appears at the beginning or later in the sentence, the basic structure remains the same: 

→ due to + noun or noun phrase 

That pattern will help you distinguish it from because, which requires a clause containing a subject and a 
verb. 

How Do You Use “Owing to” to Express Cause and Reason? 
“Owing to” is used to explain the cause of a situation or event. Like because of and due to, it is followed by 
a noun or noun phrase rather than a full clause. 

→ The train was delayed owing to heavy snowfall. 

→ Owing to technical problems, the website was unavailable. 

→ The event was canceled owing to safety concerns. 

In each example, the phrase after “owing to” identifies the cause of the situation. 

What Comes After “Owing to”? 

The basic pattern is: 



→ owing to + noun or noun phrase 

Examples: 

→ The road was closed owing to an accident. 

→ Owing to poor weather conditions, the flight was delayed. 

→ The company reduced its operations owing to financial difficulties. 

A complete clause should not normally follow “owing to.” 

Incorrect: 

→ Owing to the weather was bad, we stayed home. 

Correct: 

→ Owing to the bad weather, we stayed home. 

Correct: 

→ We stayed home because the weather was bad. 

This follows the same basic distinction seen with because of and due to. The expressions owing to, due to, 
and because of introduce noun-based structures, while because introduces a clause. 

Is “Owing to” More Formal Than “Because of”? 

Yes. “Owing to” generally sounds more formal than “because of” and is more common in formal writing, 
official notices, reports, and news-style language. 

Compare: 

→ The game was canceled because of the rain. 

→ The game was canceled owing to the rain. 

The first sentence is more common in everyday English. The second has a more formal tone. 

In most ordinary conversations, people are more likely to use because of. However, learners should 
understand owing to because it appears frequently in written English. 

What Is the Difference Between “Owing to,” “Due to,” and “Because of”? 

All three expressions can introduce the cause of a situation, and they follow similar grammar patterns. 

Expressio
n 

Basic 
Structure 

Typical Use 



because of + noun phrase common in everyday and formal English 

due to + noun phrase common in formal and professional contexts 

owing to + noun phrase often formal and written 

Compare these examples: 

→ The meeting was canceled because of the storm. 

→ The meeting was canceled due to the storm. 

→ The meeting was canceled owing to the storm. 

The basic meaning is very similar. The main difference is usually the level of formality and the style of the 
sentence. 

“Owing to” can also appear at the beginning of a sentence: 

→ Owing to the storm, the meeting was canceled. 

As with other introductory cause phrases, a comma is normally used before the main clause. 

When choosing among these expressions, the grammar structure should remain your first concern. In all 
three cases, a noun-based structure follows the expression. Then, if several options are grammatically 
possible, you can choose the one that best suits the tone of your sentence. 

How Is “From” Used to Show Cause in English? 
“From” can be used to show the source or cause of a physical condition, emotional reaction, or resulting 
situation. Unlike because of, which can introduce many general causes, from often connects a result 
directly to the source that produced it. 

→ He was shaking from fear. 

→ She was exhausted from working all day. 

→ The children were laughing from excitement. 

In these examples, from identifies what caused the physical or emotional reaction. 

What Does “From” Mean When It Expresses Cause? 

When “from” expresses cause, it often means “as a result of” or “because of.” However, it cannot replace 
“because of” in every situation. 

Consider: 



→ He was tired from working all night. 

The cause of his tiredness was working all night. 

→ She was crying from happiness. 

Her happiness caused her to cry. 

→ The plants died from lack of water. 

The lack of water caused the plants to die. 

This use of “from” is especially common when the cause produces a direct physical, emotional, or visible 
result. 

What Structures Can Follow “From”? 

“From” can be followed by a noun, noun phrase, or gerund. 

The common patterns are: 

→ from + noun 

→ from + noun phrase 

→ from + gerund 

Examples: 

→ He was suffering from stress. 

→ She was trembling from the cold. 

→ They were tired from walking for hours. 

→ The wall was damaged from water exposure. 

The structure from + gerund often explains an activity that caused a condition or result. 

→ She developed a backache from sitting for long periods. 

→ He lost weight from exercising regularly. 

What Is the Difference Between “From” and “Because of”? 

The main difference is that “from” usually focuses on the source of a condition or result, while “because of” 
is more general and can explain many types of causes. 

Compare: 



→ She was exhausted from working all day. 

→ She was exhausted because of the long hours. 

Both sentences explain why she was exhausted, but they present the cause differently. The first sentence 
identifies the activity that produced the result. The second identifies the general reason or condition. 

Another example: 

→ He was shaking from fear. 

→ He was unable to speak because of fear. 

Both expressions involve the same general cause, but “from fear” works naturally with the physical reaction 
of shaking. “Because of fear” is more general and can be used with a wider range of results. 

When Should You Use “From” for Cause? 

“From” is particularly useful when the sentence describes: 

→ a physical condition caused by something 

→ an emotional reaction caused by a feeling 

→ fatigue or exhaustion caused by an activity 

→ damage or change caused by a source 

→ a health condition caused by or resulting from something 

Examples: 

→ She had a headache from lack of sleep. 

→ He was sweating from nervousness. 

→ They were tired from traveling all day. 

→ The damage resulted from the storm. 

The final example uses resulted from, where “from” introduces the cause of the result. This pattern is 
common in formal and professional writing. 

The important point is that “from” does not simply function as another version of “because of.” Its use 
depends on the relationship between the cause and the result. When the cause is understood as the 
source of a physical condition, emotional reaction, or resulting state, “from” can be a natural and precise 
choice. 

How Is “For” Used to Express Reason? 



“For” can express the reason, basis, or cause connected to an action, decision, feeling, or reaction. In 
these structures, for is commonly followed by a noun, noun phrase, or gerund. 

→ The reason for the delay was unclear. 

→ He was punished for breaking the rules. 

→ She apologized for arriving late. 

In each sentence, the for phrase explains what something is connected to or based on. 

How Is “For” Used After “Reason”? 

One of the most common patterns is: 

→ the reason for + noun 

Examples: 

→ The reason for the cancellation was the weather. 

→ Nobody understood the reason for his decision. 

→ What was the reason for the delay? 

Here, for introduces the situation, event, or action that needs an explanation. 

When the reason involves an action, English commonly uses a gerund: 

→ The reason for leaving early was unclear. 

→ She gave no reason for changing the plan. 

The pattern is: 

→ reason for + gerund 

A base verb cannot normally follow for in this structure. 

Incorrect: 

→ The reason for leave early was unclear. 

Correct: 

→ The reason for leaving early was unclear. 

How Is “For” Used to Show the Reason for a Reaction or Action? 



“For” is also common after certain verbs and adjectives when English identifies the reason for a reaction, 
response, or consequence. 

Examples: 

→ He apologized for being late. 

→ She thanked me for helping her. 

→ They were criticized for ignoring the warning. 

→ The employee was fired for breaking company rules. 

In these sentences, the for phrase explains the action or situation that led to the response. 

Consider: 

→ She apologized for being late. 

The phrase for being late explains the reason for the apology. 

→ He was praised for his work. 

The phrase for his work explains the reason for the praise. 

The basic patterns are: 

→ verb + for + noun 

→ verb + for + gerund 

What Is the Difference Between “For” and “Because of” When Expressing Reason? 

Both for and because of can be connected to reason, but they do not usually work in the same sentence 
structure. 

Compare: 

→ The game was canceled because of the rain. 

→ The reason for the cancellation was the rain. 

In the first sentence, because of directly introduces the cause of the result. 

In the second sentence, for follows the noun reason and introduces the situation or event that requires an 
explanation. 

Another comparison shows the difference more clearly: 

→ He was punished because of his behavior. 



→ He was punished for breaking the rules. 

The first sentence identifies the general cause. The second focuses more directly on the specific action that 
led to the punishment. 

When Is “For” Followed by a Gerund? 

When for introduces an action as the reason for a response, reaction, or consequence, English often uses 
a gerund. 

Examples: 

→ She was rewarded for working hard. 

→ He was arrested for stealing a car. 

→ They apologized for making the mistake. 

→ I thanked her for helping me. 

The structure is: 

→ for + verb-ing 

This pattern is especially common after verbs such as: 

→ apologize for 

→ thank someone for 

→ blame someone for 

→ praise someone for 

→ punish someone for 

→ criticize someone for 

→ forgive someone for 

This use of for is an important part of expressing reason in English. It shows that an action, event, or 
behavior is the basis for another response or result. 

What Are the Most Important Prepositions of Purpose in 
English? 
Purpose explains the intended goal of an action, decision, object, or activity. In English, several structures 
can express purpose, but they do not all follow the same grammar pattern. 



The most important structures are: 

→ for + noun​
 → for + gerund​
 → to + base verb​
 → in order to + base verb​
 → so as to + base verb 

These structures can all relate to purpose, but they answer slightly different questions. The choice depends 
on whether you are describing the purpose of an object or explaining why someone performs an action. 

For example: 

→ This knife is for cutting bread. 

→ I bought a knife to cut the bread. 

The first sentence describes the function or purpose of the knife. The second sentence explains why the 
speaker bought it. 

Which Structures Are Used to Express Purpose? 

The following table provides a clear overview: 

Structure Main Use Example 

for + noun purpose or intended use This room is for meetings. 

for + gerund function or purpose of 
something 

This tool is for cutting wood. 

to + base verb purpose of an action She called to ask a question. 

in order to + base 
verb 

clear or more explicit 
purpose 

He left early in order to avoid traffic. 

so as to + base 
verb 

formal purpose She spoke quietly so as to avoid 
disturbing anyone. 

The key distinction is between for and to. 

→ For commonly describes the purpose, use, or function of a thing. 

→ To + base verb commonly explains why someone performs an action. 

This distinction is one of the most important points when learning how English expresses purpose. 

Is Every Purpose Structure a Preposition? 



No. This is an important grammar distinction. 

For is a preposition, which is why it is followed by a noun or gerund. 

→ This bag is for carrying books. 

However, to in a purpose infinitive is not functioning as a preposition. It is the infinitive marker and is 
followed by the base form of a verb. 

→ She went outside to make a phone call. 

Similarly, in order to and so as to are purpose expressions followed by the base form of a verb. 

→ They left early in order to catch the train. 

→ He lowered his voice so as to avoid waking the baby. 

Understanding this distinction helps prevent a common mistake: treating all purpose structures as if they 
followed the same grammar rule. 

How Do Purpose Structures Differ from Cause and Reason Structures? 

Cause and reason explain something that has already produced a result or explains why an event 
occurred. Purpose, by contrast, looks toward an intended goal. 

Compare: 

→ The match was canceled because of the rain. 

The rain caused the cancellation. 

→ They moved the match indoors to avoid the rain. 

Avoiding the rain was the intended purpose of moving the match. 

The difference can also be seen in the direction of meaning: 

→ Cause and reason look back at what explains a result or action. 

→ Purpose looks toward the goal someone intends to achieve. 

The next sections explain how for, to, and in order to work in more detail and show which structures should 
follow each expression. 

How Do You Use “For” to Express Purpose? 
“For” is one of the main prepositions used to express purpose in English. It is commonly used to describe 
the intended use, function, or purpose of an object, place, activity, or thing. 



The most important rule is that for is not normally followed by a base verb when it expresses purpose. 
Instead, it is commonly followed by a noun, pronoun, or gerund. 

When Is “For” Followed by a Noun? 

The basic pattern is: 

→ for + noun or noun phrase 

Examples: 

→ This room is for meetings. 

→ The money is for your education. 

→ I bought flowers for my mother. 

The first two examples clearly express purpose. The room is intended for meetings, and the money has an 
intended use. 

However, context matters. Not every for + noun structure expresses purpose. 

For example: 

→ I bought flowers for my mother. 

This sentence can express the intended recipient rather than the purpose of the flowers. English learners 
should therefore look at the relationship between the words rather than assuming that every phrase 
beginning with for has the same function. 

When Is “For” Followed by a Gerund? 

“For” is often followed by a gerund when English describes the function or intended use of something. 

The pattern is: 

→ for + verb-ing 

Examples: 

→ This knife is for cutting bread. 

→ This software is for creating presentations. 

→ The room is for storing equipment. 

→ These shoes are for running. 

In these examples, the gerund explains what the thing is used for. 



Consider the difference: 

→ I went to the store to buy a knife. 

→ This knife is for cutting bread. 

The first sentence explains the purpose of the action went. The second explains the purpose or function of 
the knife. 

This distinction is especially useful when choosing between for + gerund and to + base verb. 

Why Can’t “For” Be Followed by a Base Verb? 

A common error is using a base verb directly after for when describing purpose. 

Incorrect: 

→ This tool is for cut wood. 

Correct: 

→ This tool is for cutting wood. 

The word for is a preposition, and prepositions are commonly followed by a noun-based form. A gerund 
functions as a noun in this structure, which is why for cutting is correct. 

The same pattern applies in many other purpose expressions: 

→ A machine for washing clothes 

→ A book for learning English 

→ A guide for preparing for an interview 

How Do You Use “For” to Describe Function or Intended Use? 

“For” is particularly useful when the sentence answers a question about what something is designed, 
intended, or suitable for. 

→ What is this tool for? 

→ It is for opening bottles. 

→ What is this room for? 

→ It is for meetings. 

→ What are these gloves for? 

→ They are for protecting your hands. 



These examples show the connection between for and function. The phrase after for explains the intended 
use of the thing. 

A useful structure to remember is: 

→ What is it for? → It is for + noun or gerund. 

This pattern helps distinguish the purpose of an object from the purpose behind an action, which is the 
main role of to + base verb. 

How Do You Use “To” to Express Purpose? 
“To” is commonly used to explain the purpose or intended goal of an action. In this use, to is followed by the 
base form of a verb. 

The basic pattern is: 

→ to + base verb 

Examples: 

→ She went to the store to buy milk. 

→ He studies every day to improve his English. 

→ They left early to avoid traffic. 

In each sentence, the infinitive phrase explains why the person performed the action in the main clause. 

What Is the Structure of “To” for Purpose? 

A common sentence pattern is: 

→ main action + to + base verb 

Consider this example: 

→ She called me to ask a question. 

The main action is called. The purpose is to ask a question. 

Another example: 

→ We went to the library to study. 

The action is going to the library, and the intended purpose is studying. 

The purpose phrase usually answers the question: 



→ Why did someone do that? 

→ She went to the library to study. 

The answer is expressed through to + base verb. 

What Form of the Verb Follows “To” for Purpose? 

When to expresses purpose, it is followed by the base form of a verb. 

Correct: 

→ He called to speak with the manager. 

Incorrect: 

→ He called to speaking with the manager. 

Correct: 

→ She left early to catch the train. 

Incorrect: 

→ She left early to catching the train. 

The difference between to + base verb and for + gerund is essential. Both structures can relate to purpose, 
but they are used differently. 

What Is the Difference Between “To” and “For” for Purpose? 

“To + base verb” usually explains the purpose behind an action. “For + noun” or “for + gerund” usually 
describes the purpose, function, or intended use of something. 

Compare: 

→ I went to the library to study. 

→ The library is for studying. 

The first sentence explains why someone went somewhere. The second describes the function or purpose 
of the library. 

Another comparison: 

→ She bought a camera to take better photographs. 

→ This camera is for taking photographs. 



The first sentence focuses on the speaker's purpose for buying the camera. The second focuses on the 
camera's function. 

Structure Main Function Example 

to + base 
verb 

Purpose of an action She went outside to make a call. 

for + noun Purpose or intended use This area is for visitors. 

for + gerund Function or use of 
something 

This device is for measuring 
temperature. 

Can “To” and “For” Ever Be Used in Similar Situations? 

Yes, both structures can relate to purpose, but the sentence focus changes. 

Compare: 

→ I need a notebook to write down my ideas. 

→ I need a notebook for writing down my ideas. 

Both sentences are grammatically correct. The first uses to + base verb to explain the purpose behind 
needing the notebook. The second uses for + gerund to describe the intended use of the notebook. 

The difference is subtle, but useful. English often chooses to + base verb when the purpose is connected 
directly to an action, while for + gerund is natural when describing the use or function of a thing. 

This distinction helps explain one of the most common errors with purpose structures: 

Incorrect: 

→ I went to the store for buy milk. 

Correct: 

→ I went to the store to buy milk. 

The phrase to buy milk explains why the speaker went to the store. Since it expresses the purpose of an 
action, English uses to + base verb. 

How Do You Use “In Order To” to Express Purpose? 
“In order to” is used to explain the purpose or intended goal of an action. It is followed by the base form of a 
verb and has a meaning similar to “to” when expressing purpose. 

The basic pattern is: 



→ in order to + base verb 

Examples: 

→ She saved money in order to buy a car. 

→ He left early in order to avoid traffic. 

→ They practiced every day in order to improve their performance. 

In each sentence, the phrase after “in order to” explains the goal behind the main action. 

What Is the Difference Between “To” and “In Order To”? 

In many sentences, “to” and “in order to” can express the same basic purpose. 

Compare: 

→ She saved money to buy a car. 

→ She saved money in order to buy a car. 

Both sentences explain why she saved money. The difference is mainly one of emphasis and style. 

“To” is shorter and more common in everyday English. 

→ I called to ask a question. 

→ We left early to catch the train. 

“In order to” makes the purpose more explicit and may be useful when the sentence is longer or when the 
writer wants to emphasize the intended result. 

→ The company changed its schedule in order to reduce operating costs. 

→ He followed the instructions carefully in order to avoid making a mistake. 

What Verb Form Follows “In Order To”? 

“In order to” is followed by the base form of a verb. 

Correct: 

→ She studied hard in order to pass the exam. 

Incorrect: 

→ She studied hard in order to passing the exam. 

Correct: 



→ They moved closer in order to save time. 

Incorrect: 

→ They moved closer in order to saving time. 

The structure remains: 

→ in order to + base verb 

This makes “in order to” similar to the purpose infinitive: 

→ to pass​
 → to save​
 → to avoid 

Can “In Order To” Begin a Sentence? 

Yes. An “in order to” phrase can appear at the beginning of a sentence. 

→ In order to save money, they moved to a smaller apartment. 

→ In order to avoid delays, passengers should arrive early. 

When the purpose phrase comes first, it is normally followed by a comma. 

The same meaning can often be expressed by placing the phrase after the main clause: 

→ They moved to a smaller apartment in order to save money. 

→ Passengers should arrive early in order to avoid delays. 

When Is “In Order To” Better Than “To”? 

In most simple sentences, “to” is sufficient and more natural. 

→ She went to the store to buy groceries. 

However, “in order to” can improve clarity when a sentence contains several actions or when the purpose 
needs emphasis. 

Compare: 

→ The team changed the schedule to reduce confusion. 

→ The team changed the schedule in order to reduce confusion. 

Both are correct. The second version places slightly more emphasis on the intended purpose. 

The important point is grammatical. Both structures are followed by the base form of a verb: 



→ to improve​
 → to reduce​
 → in order to avoid​
 → in order to understand 

They should not be followed by a gerund when expressing purpose. 

How Is “In Order To” Different from “For”? 

The difference follows the same basic rule discussed earlier. 

Use in order to when explaining the purpose behind an action: 

→ She attended the course in order to improve her English. 

Use for + noun or for + gerund when describing purpose, function, or intended use: 

→ The course is for improving English skills. 

→ The course is for beginners. 

The first sentence explains why someone attended the course. The second and third sentences describe 
the purpose or intended audience of the course. 

Both forms can therefore express purpose, but the structure and focus are different. In order to looks 
toward an action someone intends to perform, while for commonly describes the purpose or use of a 
person or thing. 

What Is the Difference Between Cause, Reason, and Purpose in 
English? 
Cause, reason, and purpose are closely related because all three can answer a question about “why.” 
However, they describe different relationships between events and actions. Understanding this difference 
helps you choose the correct preposition or structure. 

A cause produces a result. A reason explains why something happened or why someone acted. A purpose 
describes the goal that someone intended to achieve. 

How Does a Cause Produce a Result? 

A cause is the thing, event, or condition that directly leads to a result. 

→ The match was canceled because of the rain. 

The rain caused the cancellation. 

→ The flight was delayed due to heavy fog. 



Heavy fog caused the delay. 

→ Owing to a technical problem, the website stopped working. 

The technical problem caused the website to stop working. 

Common cause expressions include: 

→ because of​
 → due to​
 → owing to​
 → from, in certain contexts 

The cause usually exists before or at the same time as the result. 

How Does a Reason Explain an Action or Situation? 

A reason explains why someone does something or why a particular action or reaction occurs. The reason 
provides the explanation behind the action. 

→ She apologized for arriving late. 

Her late arrival was the reason for the apology. 

→ He was punished for breaking the rules. 

Breaking the rules was the reason for the punishment. 

→ The reason for the delay was unclear. 

The sentence asks for or identifies an explanation for the delay. 

In many situations, cause and reason can overlap. A storm can be the cause of a cancellation and also 
provide the reason why organizers canceled an event. The exact distinction depends on the relationship 
the sentence emphasizes. 

How Does Purpose Show an Intended Goal? 

Purpose looks toward the goal of an action rather than back at its cause. 

→ She went to the store to buy groceries. 

Buying groceries was her purpose. 

→ He is studying hard in order to pass the exam. 

Passing the exam is the intended goal. 

→ This machine is for cutting metal. 



Cutting metal is the purpose or function of the machine. 

Purpose is commonly expressed with: 

→ for + noun​
 → for + gerund​
 → to + base verb​
 → in order to + base verb 

How Can You Compare Cause, Reason, and Purpose? 

The same general situation can contain all three relationships. 

Consider these sentences: 

→ The school closed because of the storm. 

The storm is the cause of the closure. 

→ The school closed for safety reasons. 

Safety is the reason behind the decision. 

→ The school closed early to protect students. 

Protecting students is the intended purpose of closing early. 

The differences can be summarized as follows: 

Meaning What Does It Explain? Example 

Cause What produced the result The school closed because of the storm. 

Reason Why an action or situation occurred The school closed for safety reasons. 

Purpose What someone intended to achieve The school closed early to protect 
students. 

The three meanings can sometimes overlap, but the grammar still depends on the relationship expressed 
in the sentence. A cause usually explains a result, a reason explains an action or situation, and a purpose 
identifies an intended goal. 

How Can You Identify Prepositions of Cause, Reason, and 
Purpose in a Sentence? 
Prepositions of cause, reason, and purpose in English can be easier to identify when you first determine 
the relationship between the two parts of the sentence. Instead of looking only at the preposition, consider 
what the phrase is explaining. 



The most useful questions are: 

→ What caused this result?​
 → Why did this happen or why did someone act?​
 → What was the intended goal? 

The answer will usually help you identify whether the phrase expresses cause, reason, or purpose. 

What Does the Phrase Explain? 

Start by asking what the phrase adds to the sentence. 

If it identifies what produced a result, it expresses cause: 

→ The event was canceled because of the storm. 

The storm produced the cancellation. 

If it explains why someone acted or reacted, it may express reason: 

→ She apologized for being late. 

Being late explains the reason for her apology. 

If it identifies an intended goal, it expresses purpose: 

→ She left early to catch the train. 

Catching the train was her intended goal. 

How Can You Use Sentence Structure to Identify the Meaning? 

After identifying the meaning, check the grammar pattern. This can help you confirm the correct structure. 

Common cause and reason patterns include: 

→ because of + noun phrase​
 → due to + noun phrase​
 → owing to + noun phrase​
 → from + noun or gerund​
 → for + noun or gerund in reason-related expressions 

Common purpose patterns include: 

→ for + noun​
 → for + gerund​
 → to + base verb​
 → in order to + base verb 

For example: 



→ Because of the traffic, we arrived late. 

The noun phrase the traffic follows because of, so the structure expresses cause. 

→ We left early to avoid the traffic. 

The base verb avoid follows to, so the structure expresses purpose. 

Can a Noun, Gerund, Infinitive, or Clause Help You Identify the Structure? 

Yes. The form that follows the expression often provides an important grammatical clue. 

Structure Common Meaning Example 

because + clause reason or cause We stayed home because it was 
raining. 

because of + noun 
phrase 

cause or reason We stayed home because of the 
rain. 

due to + noun phrase cause The delay was due to bad 
weather. 

for + gerund reason or purpose, depending on 
context 

She apologized for arriving late. 

to + base verb purpose She left early to catch the train. 

in order to + base 
verb 

purpose She left early in order to catch 
the train. 

This shows why meaning and structure should be checked together. The question answered by the phrase 
tells you what it means, while the words that follow the expression help you check whether the grammar is 
correct. 

What Is a Simple Way to Check Cause, Reason, and Purpose? 

A practical method is to follow these steps: 

→ Step 1: Find the main action or result in the sentence. 

→ Step 2: Find the phrase that explains an additional relationship. 

→ Step 3: Ask whether the phrase explains a cause, a reason, or an intended goal. 

→ Step 4: Check whether the grammar structure matches that meaning. 

Consider: 

→ He was tired from working all day. 



The main result is was tired. The phrase from working all day explains the cause. 

Now consider: 

→ He went home to rest. 

The main action is went home. The phrase to rest explains the purpose. 

Finally: 

→ He was criticized for arriving late. 

The phrase for arriving late identifies the reason for the criticism. 

Once you identify the relationship first, choosing the correct preposition or purpose structure becomes 
much easier. 

What Are the Most Common Mistakes with Prepositions of 
Cause, Reason, and Purpose in English? 
Many errors with prepositions of cause, reason, and purpose in English happen when learners know the 
general meaning of an expression but use the wrong grammar structure after it. The following mistakes are 
among the most common. 

Why Is “Because of + Clause” Incorrect? 

“Because of” must be followed by a noun-based structure, not a complete clause. 

Incorrect: 

→ Because of she was sick, she stayed home. 

Correct: 

→ Because she was sick, she stayed home. 

Correct: 

→ Because of her illness, she stayed home. 

The first correct sentence uses because + clause. The second uses because of + noun phrase. 

Why Can’t “Due to” Be Followed by a Full Clause? 

“Due to” is normally followed by a noun or noun phrase. 

Incorrect: 



→ The match was canceled due to it was raining. 

Correct: 

→ The match was canceled due to the rain. 

Correct: 

→ The match was canceled because it was raining. 

The same distinction applies to owing to: 

Incorrect: 

→ Owing to the weather was bad, we stayed home. 

Correct: 

→ Owing to the bad weather, we stayed home. 

Why Is “For + Base Verb” Incorrect When Expressing Purpose? 

When for expresses purpose, it is followed by a noun or gerund, not a base verb. 

Incorrect: 

→ I went to the store for buy milk. 

Correct: 

→ I went to the store to buy milk. 

Correct: 

→ I went to the store for some milk. 

The first correct sentence explains the purpose of the action, so it uses to + base verb. The second uses 
for + noun. 

The same rule applies when describing the function of something. 

Incorrect: 

→ This tool is for cut wood. 

Correct: 

→ This tool is for cutting wood. 

Why Is “To + Gerund” Incorrect When Expressing Purpose? 



When to is used as an infinitive marker to express purpose, it is followed by the base form of the verb. 

Incorrect: 

→ She studied hard to passing the exam. 

Correct: 

→ She studied hard to pass the exam. 

The structure is: 

→ to + base verb 

This is different from for, which is followed by a noun or gerund in purpose structures. 

How Can Cause and Purpose Be Confused? 

A cause explains what produced a result. A purpose explains what someone intended to achieve. 
Confusing these meanings can lead to incorrect sentence structures. 

Incorrect: 

→ He went to the library because of study. 

Correct: 

→ He went to the library to study. 

The speaker went to the library with the purpose of studying. The sentence needs a purpose structure, not 
a cause structure. 

Compare: 

→ The library closed because of a power failure. 

The power failure caused the closure. 

→ The library closed early to save electricity. 

Saving electricity was the intended purpose of closing early. 

Why Is It Wrong to Treat Similar Expressions as Fully Interchangeable? 

Expressions such as because of, due to, and owing to have similar meanings, but context and sentence 
structure still matter. From and for are even more dependent on the relationship expressed in the sentence. 

For example: 

→ She was exhausted from working all day. 



This identifies the activity that caused her exhaustion. 

→ She was exhausted because of the long workday. 

This gives the general cause. 

Both sentences are possible, but they are structured differently. Choosing the correct expression requires 
you to consider both meaning and grammar. 

Before selecting a preposition, check two things: 

→ What relationship does the phrase express? 

→ What type of structure follows the expression? 

This simple check prevents many common mistakes with cause, reason, and purpose structures. 

Key Takeaways 

The most important point is to identify the relationship a phrase expresses before choosing the grammar 
structure. Cause and reason explain why something happens, while purpose explains the goal an action is 
intended to achieve. 

→ A cause produces or leads to a result. 

→ A reason explains why an action, decision, or situation occurs. 

→ A purpose explains the intended goal of an action. 

→ Because of is followed by a noun, pronoun, noun phrase, or, in some contexts, a gerund. 

→ Because is followed by a clause containing a subject and a verb. 

→ Due to and owing to are followed by noun-based structures, not complete clauses. 

→ From can show the source or cause of a physical condition, emotional reaction, or resulting state. 

→ For can be followed by a noun or gerund when expressing a reason, basis, function, or purpose. 

→ For + gerund commonly describes the purpose or function of something. 

→ To + base verb commonly explains the purpose behind an action. 

→ In order to + base verb also expresses purpose, often with more explicit emphasis. 

→ The same sentence can contain cause, reason, and purpose relationships, but each relationship 
requires the appropriate structure. 



→ Meaning and grammar should always be checked together when choosing a preposition or purpose 
expression. 

Conclusion 
Prepositions of cause, reason, and purpose in English help explain three closely related but distinct 
relationships. A cause produces a result, a reason explains why an action or situation occurs, and a 
purpose identifies the goal someone intends to achieve. 

The correct structure depends on both meaning and grammar. Because of, due to, and owing to are 
followed by noun-based structures, while because is followed by a clause. For purpose, for is commonly 
followed by a noun or gerund, while to and in order to are followed by the base form of a verb. 

Learning these patterns makes it easier to express cause, reason, and purpose accurately. Once you 
understand what relationship you want to describe and what structure must follow the expression, many 
common errors become much easier to avoid. 
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